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The mouths are moving

A well known Zen anecdote is the Gateless Gate (Wumén’guan; Japanese Mumon-
kan) case 29. Two monks notice a temple flag flapping. One argues that the flag is
moving; the other says it is the wind. The Sixth Patriarch comes along and declares both
of them wrong: it is the mind that is moving, he declares!

Centuries later, Brahmavamso, a forest dhyana master, in one of his public talks in
Singapore in 2005," humorously declares all three to be wrong: their mouths are moving!

Modern commentary by this non-zensical Singaporean ignoramus: All the four
mouths are moving! Not mine: only my fingers are moving over the computer keyboard,
gazing silly at the pixels.

But when I relate this well known story to my class, I add that I’m also one of those
whose mouths are moving. This is when you in your silence are the wisest of all.
Anyway, it’s a matter of time before you move your own mouth about this to someone
else.

Such living exchanges are a healthy reminder for us to go beyond conceptual language and
dogmatic hard-heartedness, and experience the conditioned nature of the world, if not to taste not-
self or emptiness itself.

Let us now look at the original story from the Wumenguan (Jap: Mumonkan), and discover a
surprise: that Huikai had after all anticipated us all! That’s how Chan masters work!

BEPIRE 25 L nE Nz FREIERE
Wi mén’guan di’¢r shi jlu gong’an Liu zi zht  féi féng fei fan
Wiimén’guan case 29: The Sixth Patriarch's “Not wind, not flag”

PRYETVE o] S I | I
yin féng yang cha fan you ér séng, dui lun
A temple flag [streamer] was flapping because of the wind. Two monks were arguing.
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yi yin, fandong. yiyun, féng dong.
One said, “The flag is moving!” The other said, “The wind is moving!”

RS AR,

wang fu céng wei qi i

They argued back and forth, but could not reach a conclusion.
M, AEmE), ek, ~H 08,

Zu yun, bu shi feng dong, bu shi fan dong, rén zhé xin dong

The Patriarch said, "It is not the wind that is moving: it is not the flag that is moving—it is
your mind that is moving!"

' See Dhamma Journal 2004 5,1:13, or ch 14 of Brahmavamso’s forthcoming book, The Beautiful
Breath.
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RN,
&r séng song ran
The two monks were awe-struck.

Wumen's Comment

BMHE, AEmE), AR, A0Eh, R AR,

Wi mén yue, bu shi feng dong, bu shi fan dong, b shi xin dong, shén chu jian Zushi.
Wumen says: “It is not the wind that moves; it is not the flag that moves; it is not the mind
that moves. How do you see the patriarch?

FmAEE AR, (8 E A,

rud xiang zhée 1i jian de gin qie, fang zht er séng mai ti¢ de jin.
If you see this deeply [If you truly understand this], then you will know that the two monks,
buying iron, received gold.

AT EAEE, —5WiE,

Z1 shirén jun bl jin, yi chang lou dou.
The venerable Patriarch could not hold back his mirth, teasing them for a while.”

Wumen's Verse 3H song yue

EW%ID@J feng fan xin dong Wind, flag, and mind are moving:
—%ﬁg\lﬁ yi zhuang ling guo All are equally to blame.
U B O zhi zhi kai kou They only know how to open their mouths,
N EEVE bu jué hua duo Unaware of their fault in talking.
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