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The Pali Canon and Commentaries
This list of the Pali Texts and Commentaries is given in the Encyclopaedia of Buddhism (Ency Bsm 2:343).

Text Commentary Commentary Author

Visuddhi,magga (Vism) Vism Mahā,ṭīkā (VismMhṭ) Buddhaghosa 

VINAYA PIAKA
Vinaya Piaka (V) Samanta,psdik (VA) Buddhaghosa?
Pimokkha (Pmk) Kakh,vitara (PmkA) Buddhaghosa?

SUTTA PIAKA
Dgha,nikya (D) Sumagala,vilsin (DA = Sv) Buddhaghosa
Majjhima,nikya (M) Papaca,sdan (MA = Ps) Buddhaghosa
Sayutta,nikya (S) Sr’attha-p,paksin (SA = Sp) Buddhaghosa
Ag’uttara,nikya (A) Manoratha,pra (AA = Mp) Buddhaghosa
Khuddaka,nikya
(1) Khuddaka,pha (Khp) Param’attha,jotik I (KhpA) Attr Buddhaghosa*
(2) Dhammapada (Dh) Dhammapad’ahakath (DhA) Attr Buddhaghosa*
(3) Udna (U) Param’attha,dpan I (UA) Dhammapla
(4) Iti,vuttaka (It) Param’attha,dpan II (ItA) Dhammapla
(5) Sutta,nipta (Sn) Param’attha,jotik II (SnA) Attr Buddhaghosa*
(6) Vimna,vatthu (Vv) Param’attha,dpan III (VvA) Dhammapla
(7) Peta,vatthu (Pv) Param’attha,dpan IV (PvA) Dhammapla
(8) Thera,gth (Tha) Param’attha,dpan V (ThaA) Dhammapla
(9) Ther,gth (Th) Param’attha,dpan VI (ThA) Dhammapla

(10) Jtaka (J) Jtak’ahakath (J or JA) Attr Buddhaghosa
(11) Niddesa (Nm Nc) Saddhamma-p.pajjotik (NmA NcA) Upasena
(12) Paisambhid,magga (Pm) Saddhamma-p,paksin (PmA) Mahnma
(13) Apadna (Ap: ThaAp, ThīAp) Visuddha,jana,vilsin (ApA) Unknown**
(14) Buddha,vasa (B) Madur’attha,vilsin (BA) Buddhadatta
(15) Cariy,piaka (C) Param’attha,dpan VII (CA) Dhammapla

ABHIDHAMMA PIAKA
Dhamma,saga (Dhs) Attha,slin (DhsA = Asl) Buddhaghosa?
Vibhaga (Vbh) Sammoha,vinodan (VbhA) Buddhaghosa?
Kath,vatthu (Kvu) KvuA
Puggala,paatti (Pug) PugA
Dhtu,kath (Dhk) DhkA Paca-p,pakara’ahakath Buddhaghosa?
Yamaka (Yam) YamA
Pahna (Pa) PaA

NOTES
Where Buddhaghosa’s name is accompanied by a question mark “?”, his authorship has generally been

accepted but doubts have been expressed in recent times. Where there is a single asterisk (*):
(a) Culla,buddhaghosa as the author of DhA, see Malalasekera, Pali Literature of Ceylon, 96 f, and of JA, KhA

and SnA, see Barua, Ceylon Lectures, 88 f and Law Buddhaghosa, 1946:60; for SnA, see Piyasilo
n19:30a(1) and Adikaram, Early History of Buddhism in Ceylon, 1946:7 f.

(b) Buddhaghosa II as the author of VA and Kakh,vitara.
For the double asterisks (**), see colophon in the Comys and Gandha,vasa (JPTS 1886:59, 68). The
Gandha vasa ascribes ApA to Buddhaghosa.


